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mortify them.55 In other words the sun does the
damage. (This may be noticed even in stone which
is far better preserved on the north than on the south
side of a building.) The phillyreas augusti and serrati-
folios had "hardly been sensible of the least impres-
sion." He gives advice about the choice and tender
shrubs, and warns gardeners not to be taken in
by an early warm day or two to set them out too
soon. He recommends watching "till we find the
wise mulberry put forth certainly the most faithful
monitor." His holly hedge was c'mortified near a
foot beneath the top but only on the south side."
The wall fruit had not suffered except the figs, but
the "sampler" was "all rotted to the very root." In
the last paragraph, he writes:
"My tortoise, which, by his constant burying
himself in the earth at the approach of winter, I
look upon as a kind of plant-animal, happening to
be obstructed by a vine root from mining to the depth
he was usually wont to interr, is found stark dead,
after having many years escaped the severest winters."
He ends by a note on fish, of which he had lost very
few, and nightingales, which were "as brisk and
frolic as ever." The Directions for the Gardiner at
Says-Court But which may be of Use for Other gardens*
he compiled at various times and never intended
for publication. It is a strictly practical manual for
any gardener, but it shows at the same time how
richly planted the Sayes Court garden was. His
* Published in 1932. Nonsuch Press, edited by Geofirey Keynes.
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